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covered a circuit of seven ' leagues'1, and here all buying
and  selling  were  strictly forbidden except at  the  fair.
Southampton was also included although it lay outside
the circuit, and it made numerous attempts to evade the
restriction.   In 1254 the burgesses promised that no mer-
chandise brought to the town on account of the fair should
be sold in fair-time.   An exception was made in favour of
victuals, but the citizens were not satisfied and shortly
afterwards (1258) carried their suit to a court of law.  Though,
they lost their case friction continued, and renewed agree-
ments were drawn up in 1369 and 1406.    On the latter
occasion the inhabitants of Southampton at length secured
the right to buy and sell in the town during the fair of
St. Giles2.    Not only at Winchester, but elsewhere, the
custody of the town was surrendered to the lord of the fair.
At Oxford the priory of St. Frideswide3 received into its
hands the keys of the gates and the administration of the
city; and at Hereford4 and Norwich5 the bailiffs of the
Church were also substituted for the governing body while
the fair lasted, after which the citizens resumed their control.
At the opening of the fair at York the bailiffs of the
archbishop came upon the city bridge, and there the bailiffs
of the city delivered up their staves as the symbol of their
authority ; during the interregnum the former kept the peace
of the city, collected toll and took all other profits, " as the
city bailiffs do at other times as well by water as by land "6.
The fair was opened by proclamation.   The form of pro-
clamation at Bartholomew fair7 began with an injunction
that all "having recourse to this fair keep the peace" of
1  Kitchin, Charter of Edward III., 43.   For the term leuca, see Seebohm,
Customary Acres, 82, and The Oxford English Dictionary.    It is uncertain
whether it means one mile or two.
2  For the privileges claimed by the bishop, see Patent Rolls, 1327-1330,
pp. 292-293, and Rotuli Parliamentorum, i. 379 a.    For the dispute with
Southampton, see Charter Rolls, i. 445 (1254) ;   Placitorum Abbreviatio,
147 b (1258) ; Hist. MSS. Comm. nth Rep. App. iii. 66 (1369) and 77 (1406).
8 Boase, Oxford, 71.
4 Placitorum Abbreviatio, 113 a.
6 Charter Rolls, iii. 74,
6  Placitade Quo Warranto, 221-223 J Drake, Eboracum, 218.
7  Lex Londinensis or the City Law (1680), 247.    The contents of the
proclamation were doubtless substantially the same in earlier centuries.